
In this edition of Hooked we are featuring Helen, age five, as she gleefully shows off her 

Battle Ground Lake catch. Fishing opportunities like this are made possible, in part, through 

the support of Clark Public Utilities and in partnership with Washington State Department of 

Fish and Wildlife. Thousands  of happy anglers like Helen can enjoy catching the more than 

80,000 rainbow and 40,000 brown trout planted in our local lakes.   The historic Vancouver 

Trout Hatchery shares 40 acres of Columbia Springs’ managed properties and lends itself 

well to lessons about ecology and fish biology.   The Vancouver Hatchery stocks Lacamas, 

Klineline, Battle Ground, Sacajawea, Goose, and Ice House Lakes annually.  We would like to 

say “thank you” to the staff at the Vancouver Trout Hatchery, Washington State Department 

of Fish and Wildlife and Clark Public Utilities for making these opportunities possible!  
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In 2008, the Naturally Beautiful Backyard program spent ten 

wonderful weeks working with 32 new volunteers.  These 

volunteers who join the 34 continuing volunteers from 

previous years completed a total of 1675 volunteer hours! 

These hours were gained by hosting information tables at 

public events such as the Vancouver Farmers Market, the 

Home & Garden Idea Fair, Earth Day events, the Recycled 

Arts Festival, Clark County Fix-it Fair, plant sales, and NBB 

lectures and workshops.  

 

Volunteers contributed hours by assisting with the 

maintenance of NBB demonstration gardens throughout Clark 

County and participating in the annual Earth-friendly Garden 

Tour. Volunteers served as helpers, educators, and guides to 

present a smooth and successful Garden Tour to 2,377 

community members, providing them with knowledge, ideas, 

and inspiration about how earth-friendly gardening can be 

accomplished. 

 

Through the program’s outreach efforts, volunteers and staff 

directly reached 5,364 people at 35 public events 

with information about earth-friendly gardening practices. In 

addition the impact of subsequent levels of influence 

from people who shared that knowledge with friends, 

neighbors, and relatives, including the program’s 

published brochures and web-based resources, is 

undoubtedly significant.   

 

Thank you to all the volunteers that made 2008 a huge 

success! 

2008 Annual Highlight, Naturally Beautiful 

Backyards Program 

To Learn More About Naturally Beautiful Backyards 
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Gary Millhollin 

Hatchery Specialist 2 
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Frank Blouin 

Hatchery Specialist 2 

 

Frank joined the 

Department of Fish and 

Wildlife just after graduating 

with an associates of 

applied science in fisheries 

technology from Mt. Hood 

Community College.  
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May 2, 2009 
10am—2pm 

Special Kids Fishing Festival 

 

May 9, 2009 
9am—1pm 

Stewardship Saturday 

 

May 23, 2009 
10am—2pm 

Senior Fishing Festival 

 

August 8, 2009 

9am—1pm 

Stewardship Saturday 

 

August 27, 2009 

6pm—9pm 

Signature event 

 

November 14, 2009 

9am—1pm 

Stewardship Saturday 

 

December 5, 2009 

Circle of Life Celebration 

Community Highlight 

Tidewater Barge Lines, Making a Positive 

Impact 

 

In January 2009, Tidewater Barge Lines 

stepped forward and made a generous 

investment of $5,000 dollars in support of the 

environmental education efforts at Columbia 

Springs.  

 

“It is rare to find a large business that takes the 

time and interest to research what services 

local nonprofit organizations are providing the 

community, let alone make a personal call to 

learn more” said Alishia Topper, Columbia 

Springs’ development director. “As one of the 

local businesses that discovered Columbia  

Springs last year Tidewater Barge Line’s CEO Dennis McVicker and Environmental, Health, 

and Safety Manager Sam Pounds took the time to tour the Columbia Springs’ campus and 

really learn about what we have to offer the community. We are thrilled that Tidewater’s 

leadership found value in Columbia Springs’ On-site Education program and we are proud to 

highlight them as a corporation that supports environmental education.”  

When asked why Tidewater supports Columbia 

Springs, Sam Pounds replied, “Tidewater respects 

the privilege of operating on the waterways of the 

Pacific Northwest and is committed to operating in 

a manner which enhances the livability of our 

region for future generations.  We recognize that 

we cannot have a healthy and growing business 

unless the community we serve are healthy and 

sustainable too, so Tidewater has made a 

commitment to give back to the communities in 

which we live and work.” 

“We strive to make our charitable giving programs reflective of and responsive to the nature 

of our business and try to focus on where we can make a unique and sustainable difference.  

In our business, where respect for the environment and safety is of utmost importance and a 

number one priority, choosing to partner with organizations such as Columbia Springs gives 

us a chance to share in our communities’ environmental education,” said Mr. Pounds.  

 

With Tidewater Barge Lines support Columbia Springs is able to place desperately needed 

resources towards the On-site Education program.  This donation will partially fund the  

on-site AmeriCorps Volunteer to work full-time as an environmental educator working with 

the more than 7,500 students that will visit Columbia Springs this school year.  

Learn More about Tidewater Barge Lines 

 

To remove your name from our mailing list, please click here. 

Questions or comments? E-mail us at atopper@columbiasprings.org or call (360) 882-7010 

 

Columbia Springs is a 501 (C) 3 non-profit organization. Tax ID #: 91-2127404 

12208 SE Evergreen Hwy—Vancouver, WA 98683. Phone: (360)882-0936 Fax: (360) 882-8064 

Visit us at www.columbiasprings.org 

Columbia Springs is able to engage 1000s of students annually in hands-on environmental 

education thanks to the support of generous individual donors and partners.  We welcome all 

levels of donation, whether it’s a one-time gift, a monthly donation or the establishment of a 

matching gifts program.  For more information , call (360) 882-7010 or click the Support 

Education Now link below to make a gift. 
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