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Environmental Education
More than just fish, frogs, and soil

2008 summer day campers learning about landforms on the stream table 

Stewardship Saturdays
Mark your calendars

A newsletter for friends and supporters of Columbia Springs

 For years now Columbia Springs has hosted volunteer 
work parties on the second Saturday of each month.  
These events are aimed at helping restore and maintain 
the natural character of our site, as well as enhance 
educational and recreational opportunities.  In 2009 we 
intend to continue this tradition, but to allow for more 
preparation and planning for these events, they will now 
take place quarterly.  The schedule for 2009 is as follows; 
February 14, May 9th, August 8th, and November 14.  
Events take place between 9 am and 1 pm.  All of these 
dates fall on the second Saturday of the designated 
month. 

Stewardship Saturday event volunteers have contributed 
greatly to our ongoing efforts to make Columbia Springs 
a place that provides great benefit to the community. The 
building of new and the maintenance of existing trails, the removal of invasive plant species, and the 
replanting of native plants are just a few of the accomplishments achieved during previous events.

If you would like to sign up or learn more about upcoming Stewardship Saturday events, then please 
contact Amanda Lucus by email americorps@columbiasprings.org  or by phone at (360) 882-6610.  
Come prepared for the elements, these events take place rain or shine.  Snacks and tools provided.  

12208 SE Evergreen Hwy
Vancouver, WA 98683

Not everyone uses mud and fish as a teaching tool, but maybe we should.  Coral Conant, an 
environmental education coordinator facilitates a group of 5th graders from Evergreen School District 
as they excitedly explore a stream table. As the students build channels and pools, Coral asks them 
to think like a fish. “If you were a salmon, where would you like to be?”  The group discusses the 
needs of salmon, while constructing habitat such as pools, riffles and eddies.  As the student do this  
“schoolwork,” an Ospreys’ “creek-creek-creek” floats from above a nearby pond.  “If you were a fish what 
sort of habitat or behavior would help you to avoid an Osprey?”  This hands-on lesson is an example of 
what Columbia Springs is all about. 
 
This type of teaching is the essence of environmental education.  The environmentally focused 
curriculum, allows Columbia Springs to teach through multi-sensory experiences.  Students become 
nature observers who can recognize patterns and pick out the smallest of details. Student visiting 
Columbia Springs are encouraged to engage in learning with all their senses and to connect scientific 
concepts to real world experience. They see, hear and do while exploring science, social studies and 
math.   
 
Environmental education expands the learning experience in an interactive, exciting way that is only 
possible outside the classroom walls. One of the best ways to learn about ecologic systems is as an 
active observer and participant. Understanding how natural systems work firsthand helps students 
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