We enjoyed a lovely evening, despite icy and snowy weather,

for our 2008 Volunteer Appreciation Dinner on December

18™. A big thank you to all of you who braved the inclement
weather and intimidating driving conditions to join us there,

and to those of you, especially at higher elevations where the
snowfall was much deeper, I 6 m
join us for the festivities. While it was great to see that so

many people came, we also missed being able to share the
celebration with the rest of our community of volunteers be-
cause of the weather situation. Highlights of the evening in-

SOr

cluded chef (and Naturally Beautiful Backyards volunteer)
Anna Petruolobés delicious coo
cally grown ingredients. Many mmmms could be heard
throughout the hall as people gobbled up the coconut pump-

kin curry soup, the chicken pot pie, the spinach tortellini, the
roasted vegetablesé Anna was
free coffee from local company Café Feminino, which supports
sustainable organic agriculture.

(continued on page 3)
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Upcoming Meetings, Trainings, and Events

2009 NBB

Thursday, 1/15
6:30 PM to 8:00 PM

Thursdays, 1/22 0 3/26
6:00 PM to 9:00 PM

Firstenberg The 2009 NBB Volunteer

Training will start on Janu-
ary 22nd and continue on

Thursday evenings for 10

weeks.

Community Center

Join us for our first volun-

teer meeting of the 2009
year . We 61 | b
film AKing Cor
takes viewers on a journey

Please tell your friends! In-
formation and applications
are on our website at

www.columbiasprings.org/

through the world of mod-

ern corn production in
America, including the cur-
rent major uses of corn.
ltds a very in
thought -provoking film.

¥

nbb . Space is limited, so
dondot del ay!
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Compost Tea:
A clarification

Earlier this year | wrote and
spoke about the benefits of
using compost tea as a way
to protect plants from pests
and diseases. Here are a few
points of clarification from a
WSU Extension scientist:

- Composted mulch has been docu-
mented to suppress disease
through a variety of methods.

- Non-aerated compost teas may be
useful in suppressing some
pathogens on some plants.

- Aerated compost teas have no
scientifically documented effect
as pathogen suppressors.

- Overuse and runoff of compost
teas could conceivably contrib-
ute to water pollution though |
have not heard of any docu-
mented cases of this.

. . i
-There is no dAsilver bul

health problems caused by poor
soil health and improper plant
selection and management.

OA thing is right when it t e
the biotic community. | t 1 s wror
~ Aldo Leopold

Naturally Beautiful Backyards is
a program of Columbia Springs
Environmental Education Center.

(N

Columbia

M Springs

explore experience learn

It is offered in partnership with
the Clark County Solid Waste
Program and is a cooperative

tle Ground, Camas, La Center,

Ridgefield, Vancouver, Washou-

gal, and Yacolt.

effort of the communities of Bat-

Contact me anytime with
comments, questions, or sug-
gestions:

Kenneth OO6Brien
Columbia Springs

12208 SE Evergreen HWY,
Vancouver, WA 98683

(360) 891 -1992
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Other Opportunities

With the help of volunteers all, playing to folks cut from
like Joy Lasseter, the coffee the same recycled cloth.
was enjoyed by many

' Ambience for the evening was
guests, accompanying

enhanced with the help of
several volunteers as well as
fabric stretching specialists
Guildworks. The arrange-
ments of flowers, donated by
New Seasons Markets and put

Volunteer together by NBB volunteer
.- Barbara Bloomfield, were
Opportunities Annabds deliciougyediemdrldutif hight
cranberry cobbler and butter _
Naturally Beautiful Back- cookies. -\

yards is preparing for our
2009 Volunteer Training.

If you would like to help us
get ready for it, we have
several projects that we
would love your help and

i nput on. | f
volunteer some time,
please contact us to dis-
cuss available opportuni-
ties.

Musical entertainment was
provided by the instrument -
recycling old -time -music
group Trashcan Joe, which
serenaded us through din-

ner with their fine melodies AT

lighting our local evergreen
flora such as swordferns and
cedar. Kris Alexander
dressed the tables up in their
finest holiday garlands of
douglas fir and other ever-
greens, creating a fragrant

, and harmonies accompanied and natural setting for us to
/ by old garbage cans and enjoy each othero6s
lids. One of their instru- in.

ments was the trashcanjo, a
type of banjo constructed by
taking a trashcan lid and
transforming it into a very
functional and interesting
music maker. | heard many
people comment on how
much they enjoyed the
band, which wasnodot a big
surprise, as they were, after

(continued on next page)

Page3



