Natural Garden Design

Designing a garden that attracts beneficials, utilizes responsible watering methods,
incorporates native plants, and uses chemical controls as a last resort falls under a design
concept called Naturescaping. The NBB program promotes Naturescaping in the local
community as a way to reduce non-point source pollution. Non-point source pollution is
the accumulation of many small sources creating a large pollution impact. Non-point
source pollution in the urban environment can be directly linked to chemical usage in
yards and gardens.

A few things to consider before beginning a naturescape project:

e Location of buildings

Slopes

Water sources

Sun exposure

Typical direction of the wind

Existing vegetation and the micro-climates around them

Use of site (sitting, play area, walkway, etc.)

Neighbor’s vegetation and buildings

Views to keep (scenic) and views to hide (the neighbor’s trash cans)

Following is an example of a naturescape plan of an existing residential lot.
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If you are interested in more detailed instruction in naturescaping your yard please visit
the upcoming events link for a Natural Garden Design Workshop or contact the NBB
office at (360) 891-1992 or nbb@clark.wa.gov.



